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DISCOURSE 
WITH THE 
Greateſt Affection and Concern, 


FOR THEIR 


INTEREST and HAPPINESS, 


bs humbly INSCRIBED, 


Tc 0 every True Briton, 


Zy their moft fincere Friend, © 


And devoted Servant, 


| Thomas Whiſton. 
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ae N Jaith the Lord | concerning the Ki, ing ON 


254 5 2 


Ana; be ſball not come into this City, non fhaot 
an Asxrrom- there, nor come before it with 'Shields, 
nor caſt a Bank a ant "it." 6 By the Way that he 
8 came, by the [ame ſhall. be . and e, not come 


| to 3 Gizy, faith the Lord. 

E 3e Dan eil 2s SLOTS 880 10 111. 4: 
| -E are here agreeably ſurpriz'd by the Projphes, 
with a moſt curious and inſtructive Portion of ſacred 

Hiſtory. * Sennatherab, the proud and powerful 
Monarch of Aria, is here deſerib'd as meditating 
mae God Feople; hen govern'd by Hegehiab, a wile, 
GA ke Ee nt Prince. If we: wou'd' trace the Occaſion" of 
55 War, it ſeems to have been a Tribute Which the King of 


| Aſria demanded, and Hezeliab refus d to pay him. If we exa- 
mine the facred Oracles, they 8 vindicate Hezohiah's 


Fuſtice in this ns bag ſome per be apt to tax 
Th "Pridfence, * They ma ſſibly Milk it ona: ow him to have 
Fecher Aloft any Tribute, han ep 8 his Dominions tothe Rage 

| nt | Fine add all e Devaſtations and Carnage of 


©. 
+ af 
* 


But here Hegi 8 Corby Was as extraordinary as his 

9 the one in freeing his People from an unlawful Tribute, 

75 Fein facing thoſe Bangers Wir were the immediate Conſe- 

Nees Father inndebd had befbre romiſcd' to an 

& King, a Certain -Homapet And Tribute, to purchaſt 

Ws fiance againſt the 4 Kings of Syria and Samaria, who 
We t hg +90 Il. an. 14 my "4 Tg(ath. wat ales t R 15 Pelah, ,, 
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both invaded him at once. Fond of ſo fair an Occaſion of adding 
gious Army and deſtroy'd the of Judab. But how? 
| Not as a Friend but as an Enemy : Prompted . with the Thirſt of 
| Conqueſt, he came -rather. to phmder than 22 the Diſtreſſed. 
1 Aba ranſack d his Temples, emptied his Coffers and robbed his 
i Princes for Preſents to fend to him, but all this was not enough 
to fatiate his Avarice; for when he v came into bin! be" diſtreſſed 
him, but ftrengthened bim not, and though he gave all this unto 
the King Rſſyria, yet h: belped lim not. 

| How exact a Reſemblance is this of 4 ne: . Prince; the 
avowed and inveterate Enemy of this Nation, who often ſends 
| forth his Armies under Pretenice of ating, others) to'Conceal the 
| black Deſigns of aggrandizing his Power and enlarging his Con- 
queſts. A qd 198 9157 I. i 
In Conſequence of this Refuſal, Sennacl erih prepar? to invade 
| Joes and even beſiege Jeruſalem with a er 6 

Army far too great for Hezekiah to think of oppoſing By 

He e. the Territories of Judeb, deſtnoyed- their Vineyards, 
laid waſte their Count y and levelled their Cities with the Ground. : 
 Heeekiaob, like a true F Father of his Country, was deeply afflicted FE | 
with the Calamities of his Subjects; he could. not bear to ſee 1 
them ſuffer all the Miſeries of War and not endeavour to remove 3 
| them. To this End, he : diſpatched Ambaſſadors t to the hang bey T 
| Monarch, with Orders to confeſs his Fault, and let him ach F 
that his own Terms of Peace were 5 Homes ub CK As 15 
fended, return from me, that nohich |thou putteſt 

bear. Sennacherib ſeem'd pleas'd and ſoften'd wi 

it ſooth'd his Pride and gratify'd his Ambition ; he 2 
ment therefore I. for 300 Talents f Silver and 39; Fans To 40 
C Would Poſterity believe, unleſs the Scriptures declar 15 5 that 
3 this inhuman Nai! dane at f . in Defiance * hi New 


| CW \ BILE 3 2 11 1 | LIK: 
ö * » + Oron ("ih 20. 21. 3 Kin Sa 855 

Equal to 3 50, ooo J. ar to Dr. ty Sata, muſt! be. noted that he 1 
2 — Shekel at 37. which is rather too high. Vide JWWhifon's Foſephus, 


Treaty, 
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Treaty, ſe d, his. Generals againſt Jeruſalem with a eat Hoſt. 


He Hade fe of that very Gold he had unjuſtly plundered from 
Hezekiab,. to puſh on his. Conqueſts with greater Vigour and de 
ſtroy the People of God. "Bir Heaven would not Sutter fuch a 
hotrid Pi ce 'of Treichety and Tnj aſtice to 8⁰ un puniſhed. 8 
We have here. another lively Deſcription of "hat Prince and 
Nation I mentioned before. A Nation that i in all Ages of the 
World has been tinatkable for Beach of Kli; a Nation which: 
the Roma Hiftoriang have branded with, e Character of * the 
per fidious Gault; 0 WhO ney d to * olate the. moſt ole 
Oaths and Enga ements, wf eir Inteteff was concern'd ; ho 
never act upon the Principles of Honour, but a wicked Policy; who 
at this D Are me as roverbial for their want of Faith, as 
ever the Haginians Were 1 R 
W nd his Peor ple, were Ain the cateſt Cofternation 40 
ane 1 Event, But” as a wiſe and prydent Prince, he took 
aginable Precaution to oppoſe his Enemy, comfort his Peo- 
ol uf defend his Capital. He had taken Council with his Prin- 
ces to ſtop the Gent of the Waters, in order to diſtreſs ſo vaſt 
an Ar ; He Had repaired id old and added n 04 b d 
the Eity ; he raiſed the dropping Courage of his People, and,omit- 
red nothing that was requiſite for a brave'and' op rous Defence: 
But above all, in fo imminent a Dan er he ſought the Lord bis 
7 oftly 'der pended, 1 u To the divine A and Aſſiſtance. 
He knew” that 30d. "alway: beaded "and deleted his People, 
Akücer they obſer 2 Ny obe yed, bis. Lays. Tnſpir'd by the 
Royal Example, tlie Sead of ” began to diſperſe and the 
People reſumed their Cour ge. e ercd Hiſtorian re re- 
905 7 0 7 (Hezekiab) Wn them RE, 4 Bim i ie the 
treet of the Gate 9 the City, an 5 r em, ſaying, 
Be firon and F. A 92 wh hot 25 "nor 2 iſmayed 75755 the 22 9 
Aſfyria, not. f "ol Ititude fi 13 4s with zin; 35 | the 6 
more ahb a nates 0 1 With Hin 1s an Arm bf" eſp, 4 
with us 15 the Lord our Ove to help us and to fight our Barts, 1 | 
05 Slide Livy: Lib. 10. ++ Panica Fides. 4 2 Chron. xxxii. 6, 7,8 8 
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uda p N,zif l 1 
During che tl e of. be vi e, in hf 1 er a Was. 
5 to the laſt e Ti ccount. 9 tthat an 


ing of 


gs 27775 and ol ente Aon 2 he hel Ys, commanded by Tirhakah 15 
is en- 


re of ol 705775 ed. 


ye aſked, any foreign a po ns, orh pe 


were commanded to sel enti upon the en er 
of eaven: And. the a EXAC ee nded With the 


et 10 poyerful an Enemy, and, in a Sons Bat- > 
10 5 9 Hang pi 


and. du bert. 50 at thi EC the Almi 115 choſe more el cially, | 
iſpla a 11 OY ing 15 Wen the oo a 
Nen xeſhbly great, pronounc'd the Safety, 
of the City in the W 155 beg 2 7 7 7 y, Text. Pierefire thus ja 1th the 
Tard c concerning the. Ks 2 £5 ; ? ſhall not come. into.t this, Cit 
nor foot an Arrow 578 rar come Gefore it with Shields, nor. ca 
a Bank again it. By the May that be came by the. ſame hall be 
return, and ſhall nat come into. this City, ſai th the Lord. Ata Time 
PAN every Reſoucce and all Hope ſeem d to be vaniſhed, the 
Wen uy cane to thear Relief, za q in in Compaſs of one Night | 


alis At. Hift Vol. 2. an Dr. Prideius | in his Conned. Vol. r. Aafer 8 in 
their Accounts of this Expedition of Sennatheriò into Paleſtins and Ezyt. 1 have choſen 

lather to follow r of Mr. Ro/bn. 
deſtroyed 


why n the. e anger was 0 in 


7 


us 


moſt warm 


(9 
deſtroyed 1 85000 of . Sennacherib's Army, and when they (the 
Jews) aroſe early in the. Morning, behold they were all dead Carpe. 
The King, ſtung with Rage and Pane, ſhamefully re- 
turned with the poor Remains of ſo vaſt an Army to 55 own 
Country. Thus remarkably was 7 Jaiab's Prediction verify'd. J 
aul put my Hook in thy Noſe, and my Bridle in thy Tin, and I 


will turn thee bach by the Way which thou cameſt. 


I have purpoſely ſelected this Part of ſacred Hiſtory, rb 


it bears a manifeſt Reſemblance-to our own Condition at preſent, 


We are at this Time threatensd with an Trugſion from a foreign 
Prince, whoſe Power it muſt be acknowledged is great. God 
forbid ! the Fr. ſhould ever be carried any farther. But ſince 
that greatly de upon our on Behaviour and Conduct, the 

Tx aſlionate Exhortations are neceſſary at this criti- 
cal Juncture. be Doctrine of the Text muſt afford to every 
true Chriſtian, who profeſſes a firm Reliance upon his God, the 
moſt ſolid Comfort and Support: viz. That God Almighty can 


and v0¼ deliver his faithful People from the Multitude of an Hoſt, 


and from all the Inſults of their Enemies. It naturally reminds 
us of that beautiful and ſublime Expreſſion of David, when a 


Stripling, to Galiab. Thou comeſh to me with a Sword and with a 


Spear and <oith a Shield, hut I come to thee in the Name of the 


Lord of Hoſts, the God of the Armies of Ifrael whom thou baſt de- 
fied. If therefore we would imitate the laudable Example of 


God's People, now ſuch Dangers alarm and ſurround us, we muſt 
Firſt, Proſtrate ourſelves before the Throne of Grace and im- 


plore the Divine Aſſiſtance. 
And then, I ſhall recommend an inviolable Attachment to his 


Majeſty' s Perſon and Family, with Unanimity in this grand 


Point at home, as the beſt b againſt * Invaſion from 
abroad: 


55 inſt dl); We e onthe to profirate ourſelves before the Throne 


of Grace, and implore the Divine Aſſiſtance. 12 
1 The 


(0) 
The good K ing Hezekiah; when the Afhyrian Army approach d 
Jeruſalem, ſhewed all the Marks of a fincere- Humiliation, and 


went up into the Houſe of the Lord. And when he receiv'd Sen- 


nacherib's impious Letter, Hezekiah went up unto the Houſe of the 


Lord and ſpread it before the Lord, and pray'd unto the Lord, ſay- 


ing, O Lord of Hoſts, God of Iſrael that 'dwelleft betiveen the 
Cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone of all the Kingdoms of 


the Earth, thou haſt made Heaven and Earth. Incline 755 ne Ear, 


O Lord ay hear, open thine Eyes, O Lord and ſee, and hear all 
the Words of Sennacherib, wh: 85 he hath mW to reproach the Irving 
God. Now therefore, O Lord our God, ſave us from bis Hand, 
that all the Kingdoms of the Earth may know that thou art the 
Lord, even ow only. God teſtified his hearty Approbation, 
and ſent Word by 2 Prophet, that he had heard and accepted 
his Prayer. Thus this excellent Prince has taught us our Duty, 
and no doubt, if with the ſame Sincerity we humble ourſelves 
before the ſupreme Governor of the World, the Event will prove 


to Us as happy and fortunate as theirs, For God is no Reſpecter of 


Perſons, but in every Nation, be that feareth him — worketh 
Righteouſneſs is accepted with him. The final Iſſue of Things, 

their Times and Seaſons, are not in human Power to determine. 
How feeble is that, when #he Lord, as the Prophet expreſſes it, 

muſtereth the Het of the Battle! He is the great King of Kings, 
the Almighty Sovereign and Diſpoſer of Nations, the Rod and 
Scourge of wicked, the Bleſſing and Glory of righteous Kings and 
States. There is nothing can give us ſo ſublime an Idea of the 
Power and Majeſty of God, and ſo much ſtrike the Mind, as 


the Fate and Revolutions of Empires exactly correſponding to 


the Divine Predictions in Scripture. From hence we diſcern, 

that he indeed weigheth the World in a Ballance; that the moſt 
dark and diſtant Regions of Futurity are naked and open to his 
Sight. Stand here, proud Man! and from this Eminence learn 
to know thy ſelf, then bluſh at and confeſs thy own Inability and 
Weakneſs. Thou ſeeſt and knoweſt but imperfectiy the Things 


before 


611) 
before thee, whereas God can penetrate the vaſt Abyſs of Time, 
and can ſee thouſands of Years to come, with greater Certainty- ' 
than thou one fingle Moment. It would be needleſs to enumerate: 
the ſeveral Prophecies, relating to the“ four great Empires of 
the World. But ſtill I cannot avoid mentioning a few of thoſe, 
nat relate to the Fall of that vaſt City, Babylon, the dread of 
Nations and Miſtreſs of the World; and which point out the 
very Perſon by whom it was to be accompliſh'd. Its Walls were 
of ſuch a ſtupendous Height, af ſuch amazing Strength, ſo 
large the Quantity of Ground encloſed, and fo invincible its 
Power, that the whole World at that Time ſeem'd unequal to 
the Taſk. And yet then it was Ged Almighty foretold its Down- 
fall, and by whom almoſt, + two hundred Years before the 
Completion of the Event. Behold, I will fiir up the Medes 
againſt them.--- And Babylon the Glory of Kingdoms, the Beauty 
of the Chaldee's Excellency, ſhall be as when God overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrha. Ir ſhall never be inhabited, neither ſhall it be 
dwelt in from Generation to Generation.---Wild Beaſts of the Deſart 
ſhall he there, and their Houſes ſhall be full of doleful Creatures, 
and Owls ſhall dwell there, 4 I will riſe up againſt them, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts, and cut off from Babylon the Name and Rem- 
nant. --- I will alſo make it a Poſſeſſion for the Bittern, and Pools of 
Water, and I will ſweep it with the Beſom of Deſtruftion, ſaith 
the Lord of Hofts. \ And as to the Perſon who was to accom- 
pliſh it. || Thus ſaith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whoſe 
right Hand TI have holden; to ſubdue Nations before bim; and I will 

looſe the Loyns of Kings, to open before bim the two-leav'd Gates, 
and the Gates ſhall not be ſhut. I will go before thee and make the 
crooked Places ſtraight; I will break in Pieces the Gates of Braſs 


* The Arias, 2 Macedonian and Roman. | | | 
_ + The Prophet Jaiab lived in the Time of Hezekiab. Now from the Deſtruction of 
Samaria, which happened in his Reign, to the taking of Babylon by Cyrus, was 18 


Years. Strauchins's Chron. 


I Iſaiah xiii. 17, 19, Ec. $ If. xiv. 22, 23. . 
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(12 
and cut in indir the Bars of Iron. * How exactly theſe Pre- 
dictions agree with the true ne 1 have my "Tine now to 
relate. Ats 01 Ren 
Since therefore the Almighty ruleth in; ab thi King derte of 
the Earth, we muſt commit 6urfelves to his Care and Pro- 
tection; we muſt firſt offer up our Prayers to him, that he would 
watch over and preſerve us from our Enemies. God 7s on 
Hope and Strength, the very beſt Help is Treble.” Sh pported By 
the Divine Aid, we will not fear, though the Farth'be moved, nnd 
though the Hills be carried intu the mid} of the Sea. The very 
Shocks and Convulſions of Nature, will then have no Power to 
alarm and terrify us. He is a Being ſo inconceiveably power ful, 
that he everturneth the Mountains in bis Anger ; the Rocks are 
rent, and Hell trembles at his Approach; not only States and 
Kingdoms, but / Nature depends upon his Witt for Exiſtence 
and Support; a Being ſo tranſcendently a and per fest, that 


the Stars are not pure in his Sight, and + he chargeth his Angels 


with Folly; a Being who is moſt able and ala s willing to afl 
us, but when provok'd. by our Iniquities. The general Reaſon 
of God's Judgments upon any Nation, are Wöminable Idolatries 
and Corruptions of Religion. While therefore we preſerve his 
Religion uncorrupted, and behave in a ſuitable Manner, be the 
Danger ever ſo great, God will never deſert or | deſtroy us, From 
hence 1 aber ans 7 It 

Sccbndhy, To recommend an i inviolable: h Aachen 4 to "ki 
Majeſty J Perſon and Family, and Unanimity-in this grand Point 
at home, as the beſt Security againſt any Invaſion from abroad. 

When God's People were involved in the fad Calamity of a 


fares gn Invaji on, it is ſaid, the People refted Renee upon the 


* For the Seid of theſe foveril Predictions, the Reader is defired to conſult 
Mr. Ro/lin's Anc. Hitt, Vol. 2. Dr. Prideaux's Connect. Vol. 1. where he may meet with 
Satisfaction. 

I Job. iv. 18 
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1 
Words e Hezekiah, King of Judah; i. e. they determined to ac- 


| 25. in his Meaſures, obey his Commands and defend his Per- 


And why? Becauſe at once they fought for their King, 
their Laus, their Liberties and their 2 This is exactly 
our own Caſe, and we ought to apply it to ourſelves: As the 
King, our Laus and Religion are now inſeparably connected, 
whoever oppoſes himſelf to his Prince, oppoſes not only both 
theſe, but his Intereſt, Peace and Happineſs. When the Cafe is 
ſo evident, it is almoſt a Shame to argue, but the preſent Situa- 
tion of Affairs have made it not only excuſable but neceſſa 
In all Nations there are ſome turbulent and reſtleſs Spirits, who 
are always fond of any Government, except the preſent. Some 


have a natural Propenſity to Novelty and Change, others think 


their Condition cannot be worſe, and therefore rejoice to ſee the 
Fire kindled, that they may have an Opportunity to plunder; 

ſome are in Debt and D#ftreſs, and ſo, readily join the diſaffec- 
ted Side. They may poſſibly hope to mend their Fortunes by 
contributing to a new Revolution. Others there are, who to ſeem 

wiſer than their Neighbours, ate teſolved to ſee Miſtakes before 
they are committed. Such as theſe muſt be the only Enemies to 
our Peace; who are always ready to caſt, the firſt Stone, join and 


take the Alarm almoſt before it is given. You'll ſay perhaps, 


© our Government has its Faults.” And ſure no Govern- 
ment is there without. Muſt every Government be deſtroyed 
and ſubverted, merely for a few trifling and inſignificant Faults ? 
We might as well argue that the Sun ought to ceaſe its ſhining, 
becauſe a few Spots are found upon its Surface. Such a Doctrine 
would breed Confuſion and Diſtraction, unhinge all Society, and 
tear the whole World in Pieces. But let us examine what theſe 
mountainous Faults are, which we cannot get over, and that 
tire us with the preſent Eſtabliſpment. The enjoyment of Pro- 
perty and Peace are the grand Ends of Government, and theſe 
conſtitute when enjoyed, as far as the Nature of Government ad- 
mits, civil Happineſs, But no Government can be ge on 
Without 


(14) | 

without the Aſſiſtance of Hands, and this naturally introduces 7 

1 Expence, which the unthinking Part of Mankind call an znſu- 4 

* perable Burden, They would be pleaſed to enjoy the Bleſſings ” 

of Government without bearing a Part in the Expence of it, 7 

juſt as a Sinner would wonderfully like Heaven, if he could ob- 1 

tain it without the Trouble and Fatigue of Virtue. If ſuch Peo- 5 

' ple could find a Government that would maintain them, and not 1 

i they the Government, they would prove the moſt loyal Subjects A 

a upon Earth. But ſince ſuch Suggeſtions as theſe are as wicked 3 

i as they are weak, let us look into his Majeſty's mild and auſpi- 1 

[| cious Reign, and ſee what Foundation for Complaint. An un- 4 

. interrupted Enjoyment of Proſperity and Peace, have diſtin- it; 

1 guiſhed and crowned it with Felicity. Every Man now eats of 1 

N his own Vine and his own Fig-tree, and drinks the Waters of his 2 

j own Ciftern. Induſtry now by her honeſt Endeavours may be 1 

4 bleſs'd with Plenty, and what ſhe acquires is indiſputably her 2 

| own. The Merchant now trafficks ſecurely to the moſt diſtant 3 

WM Shores, and every Occupation enjoys the quiet Poſſeſſion of his 3 
1 Gains. Our Rights are guarded, our Properties defended dy the 8 
Sanction of Laws. Not one of its civil Liberties has been diſ- 5 


membered from the State, nor one fingle Privilege extorted from 


| us by Violence. Juſtice. is adminiſtered indiſcriminately to all, 1 
6 and the King's Throne is eſtabliſbed by Righteouſneſs. We murmur 4 
"1 that the Demands of the Government are ſo /arge, though the 
1 Occaſions are extraordinary, while our own unhappy Conduct is 
1 not the way to make them /e/s. But as an ample Amends, Peace 
5 is within our Walls and quay 4, within our Palaces. Who 
i would not part with a Share in his Property to purchaſe ſo lovely 
3 and defirable a Gueſt? Inſtead of our Fields being laid waſte, 


the Ploughman gathers in his Harveſt and enjoys it with Safety. 
Inſtead of Blood running down our Streets, our Land floweth 
with Milk and Honey, Inſtead of Groans and Lamentations, the 
Voice of Mirth and Feſtivity is heard. Theſe are the Fruits of 
Peace, the others the attendant Horrors of War. Tis true, an 


abſolute 


| (15) 
abſolute Neceſſity has engaged us in War, but far better is it 
only to hear the diſtant Sound of it than to feel its fatal Effects. 
We have found no Cauſe to repent as yet; "our Arms in general 
have been crowned with Glory and Victory, to which his Ma- 
jefty in Perſon greatly contributed. And Heaven has given us 
another recent Proof of its Favour in the ill Succeſs of our Ene- 
mies Fleet. 3 | NS ell 
But more eſpecially we are indebted to his Majeſty, for the 

peaceable Poſſeſſion of the Proteſtant Religion. As the Concerns 
of Religion are of infinitely greater Importance, in the ſame 

Proportion ought our Gratitude to be expreſſed to him, for ſo 
invaluable a Bleſſing. Our Religion flouriſhes by his Majeſty's 
own Obſervance and Example. A /ate Reign convincingly proved 
to us the abſolute Neceſſity of this, unlefs we are reſolved to ſhut 
our Eyes and ſteel our Hearts to Conviction. God forbid ! that 
a Monarch of Great-Britain ſhould ever diſſent from it. We 
have already ha ee how feeble a Barrier Laws and Eftab- 
liſhments are, when oppoſed to the Royal Will. And had not 
that * Prince then reſcued us, (whoſe Memory be ever bleſſed 
among us) we at this Time had been counting our Beads, in- 
voking pretended Saints, and falling down to Stocks and Stones, 
inſtead of worſhipping the great Sovereign of the Univerſe, in 
this free, ſolemn and awful Manner. There can be now no 
Diſtinction of Party, no other Diviſion among us, but whether 
we are Friends to the Proteſtant Religion and Succeſſion, Who- 
ever are now Enemies to their King, are Enemies to their Reli- 
gion, and though they may not projeſs it at preſent, are ready 
to change upon the firſt Revolution of Government. Let every 
Man therefore who is a Friend to the one, ſtand prepared to de- 
fend the other. There is certainly as ſtrict an Alliance, as inſe- 
parable a Connection between our ng and our Religion, as be- 
tween the Ideas of Light and the Sun, God and Goodneſs. We 

ought therefore, rather to undergo Poverty and Pains, Baniſb- 

> | * King William. | 
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nent or Death, than violate our Faith, and Fidelity to our Prince. 
Whoever is a Friend to Truth: and Virtue, ane to look upon 
his Majeſty and Family, as the Guardians and Preſervers of both. 
Let not our Minds be miſguided by the ſubtle; Devices of Men, 
and cunning Craftineſs, whereby 1 55 he in watt to deceive. The 
only Queſtion to be conſidered is, Whether we will exchange the 
reformed Religion, which we now ſecurely poſſeſs under his 
Majeſty's auſpicious Reign, for Popery, Perſecution and arbi- 
trary Power? Whether we ſhould chooſe a total Subverſion of 
Government in Church and State? Whether the true Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt or à Religion, which, though it profeſſes to be 
Chriſtian, is as abhorrent as poſlible from the genuine Mildneſs 
and Meekneſs of Chriſtianity,” A Religion whoſe very Princi- 
ples. are Perſecution, and therefore as diſtant from Truth, as 
Light from Darkneſs, good from Evil, Heaven from Hell. But 
ſuppoſe our Prince and our Religion were not ſo inſeparably con- 
nected, it would argue the higheſt Folly and Wickedneſs to af- 
fect a Change, when we conſider the Sacredneſs of our Oaths, 
the Nature of our Government, joined to the Bleſſings and 
Proſperity we enjoy. Nothing can poffibly juſtify a Change in 


this Nation, but when the Monarch firſt violates the fundamen- 


tal Laws, Conſtitutions, and eſtabliſhed Religion: And then it 
is a Wound that requires the utmoſt Prudence and Caution to 
touch. It is not for every unſkilful Perſon to meddle with the 
Schemes and Concerns of Government, they are SubjeRs ved 
beyond a ſmall Genius and Capacity. _ 

But at this Time more eſpecially, Unanimity is requiſite, 51 


let us proceed as we have nobly * begun, to proclaim it in the 


moſt publick Manner. Let ſuch glorious Sentiments as theſe, 
eccho through all our Borders, while France ſball hear and 
tremble at * Sound. Peace and Unanimity at Home will e 


a Helmet of Braſs, and the moſt invincible Bulwark of Defence. 


It will add Weight to our Councils, Vigour to our Arms, and 


* See the Addreſſes to his Majeſty. 
Terror 


(17) 
Terror to our Enemies. They glory and rejoice at our Divi- 
ſions, and all their Hopes of Succeſs hang upon that ſingle 
2 They know themſelves abſolutely nds to 5 
their Deſign, — they can firſt put Weapons into our Hands 
to butcher and deſtroy each other. And any Man that can do 
this, has arrived to a higher pitch of Wickedneſs than our Lan- 
guage has yet found a Nie to expreſs, unleſs you'll call him a 
Parricide or Deſtroyer of his Country. Let us therefore diſap- 
point, by our mutual Union, ſo horrid an Attempt, and reſolve to 
make them keel, our Reſentments, till they repent they ever en- 
gaged in it. Now, I beſeech you Brethren, by the Name of our 
Lord TFeſus Chrif, that ye all ſpeak the ſame Thing, and that there 
be no Diviſions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together 
in the ſame Mind and in the ſame Judgment. Let all Animoſities 
ſubſide among us, with all the Vehemence of Party, and let 
this be the only Mark of Honour and Diſtinction ; viz. To 
ſtand in the foremoſt Rank of Loyalty, Duty and Affection, to 
our gracious. Sovereign. I ſhall give the ſame Advice to my dear 
Country as Solomon gave to his Son: + My Son, fear thou the 
Lord and the King, and meddle not with hom that are given to 
change. . For. their Calamity ſball riſe ſuddenly, and who knoweth 
the Ruin of them bath... We have already but too much acquir'd 
the Character of a various and inconſtant Nation. Let us now 
demonſtrate to the World that we do not deſerve it, by acting 
with Steadineſs and Conſtancy, Firmneſs and Reſolution. in the 
doe Cauſe of Liberty and Religion, our King and our Caun- 
This is the only way to retrieve our Character, and revive 

| che Greatneſs of the Britiſh Name. - Patriotiſm itſelf muſt fall 
into, Diſgrace, if, inſtead of conſulting the, Welfare of our Coun- 
, we endeavour to introduce foreign Enemies, War, Bloodthed | 

and Deſtruction. Can Love for our Country poſſibly be con- 
ſiſtent with Cities ſtormed, Palaces in Flames, Towns depopu- 
lated, Fields uncultivated, our Poſſeſſions, Children, and every 
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Thing we hold dear, raviſhed from us? No: Methinks I hear 
oy rue Briton with one Voice bravely ery out -THEY SCORN 
* 4 It is enough; the Storm is tons over. Now our 
Hand; and Hearts are united, our Veſſel will ride triumphant in 
the Harbour of Security. France, with hundred thouſands te 
follow) her; will be terrified at our Union. I doubt not but. Di- 
vine Providence has appointed a Time when the Power of France, 
who now, like another Babylon, is the Terror and Scourge of 
Nations, will be pulled down and deſtroyed. Her Pride will be 
humbled if ſhe thus goes on to enflave the World, * deſpoil 
other Princes of their f Pofleffions; and continues the Peſt and 
Plague of Mankind. If we conſider the repeated Provocations 
this Nation has received, we can never want the Vill to aſſiſt 
in ſo deſirable a Work, and I- hal never ſhall the Power to 
tren. 

Nothing can excite the Clergy to act with fo warns A Zell dh 
on this important Occaſion but a Love for Truth, # Regard: for 
Peace, the Welfare of their Country, and a fincere Affection for 
his Majefty's Perſon and Government. Were we fo fond of 
temporal Power and Greatneſs, as our Enemies repreſent us, that 
is more eminently to be met with under Popiſh than a Proteſtant 


Government; inſtead of being only Stewards of the Myfterres of 


God, we might then become the ſprr:tual Tyrants and Lords of 
the Univerſe: We might then find another Opportunity to'draw 
the Veil of Darkneſs, Ignorance and Superſtition over the Minds 
of Mankind. But what hone/t Man would purchaſe Power at 
the Expence of his Conſcience. Theſe are the Principles upon 
which we act, and ſurely they are not inglorious. The moſt 
open Contemners of our ſacred Order, (if in this Age I may be 
allowed to call it ſo) will ſurely believe us, when we ſpeal and 
act thus contrary to our earthly Intereft : When we ſolemnly de- 
clare; that whoever attempts to innovate either in Church or 
State, attempts the Ruin and Deſtruction of this Nation. 


* Witneſs what the Queen of Hungary muſt have ſuffered, if- France could have ac- 
compliſhed her Deſigns. 1 
O 
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' To cloſe this Diſcourls,” let me add. O ba Nation if 
ou kneweſt thy own Happineſs. But alas! our runs 
over, and a Fulneſs of Bleſſings makes us loath the Fappineſs 

we poſſeſs; as too delicious a Banquet palls the A and 
relidels us unable to reliſh it.“ Bleſſed. art thou in hr G 5 
and bleſſed art thou in the Field.. Bleſſed is the. Fruit. of thy Body 
and the Fruit of thy Ground, and the Fruit of thy Cattle, the Iu- 
treaſe of thy Kine and che Flocks of thy Sheep. Bleed is thy. 
| Baſket and thy Store. Bleſſed. art len e this am in, and 
bleſſed art thou when thou goof r. rg on 


hd he | 


I ſhall end all with this hearty Prayer, chat ki Ms relty' 8 Reign 
may be long and proſperous, over a free, dutiful and willing: 
Poole; and that there may never be wanting one. of his Family 
to fill the Throne, of theſe. Kingdoms to the lateſt Period of 
Time. Which God of bis infinite Wd n for the Sake 278 aur. 
ble ed Saviour. - Amen. | tf 
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